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Sydney: Jaun Mann, the man who started a worldwide movement by offering free hugs
to passers-by in Sydney’s Pitt Street Mall three years ago, has run into trouble with his
landlord by inviting the whole world into his Newtown flat.
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The star of the Free Hugs Campaign video, which has been played nearly 20 million times
on the internet and took out the 2007 YouTube award for most inspirational video, opened
his home to the public in his latest bid to demonstrate that ‘the world isn’t such a bad
place.’
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In November last year, Mann posted his home address online and invited viewers to
come by and hang out—on any day except Thursdays, because that’s when he’s out
giving free hugs in Pitt Street. Just a few weeks later he received a letter from his
landlord describing his open invitation as a ‘security risk’ to the building and a ‘nuisance’
to neighbours, with the warning that he must end the project or face eviction.
Mann, who lists his job description as ‘Humanitarian/Hugger’ has set up a donation
system on his MySpace page seeking a free home, asking only that it doesn’t come with
restrictions on inviting the public to visit. So far he has received offers of accommodation
from as far away as England, Thailand and a village in southern Italy. Mann also says he
has raised enough money through donations and the sale of free hug campaign
merchandise to afford the bond on a new apartment. The ‘A Home for Juan Mann’
counter on his MySpace page shows that $1539.81 has been donated by 35 people.
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faqs
The Tenants Union’s Legal Service answers frequently asked questions (faqs) by tenants in Victoria.
Question: I need to move out of my rental property. How much notice do
I have to give?
Answer: Usually 28 days. If you have a fixed-term lease, and you intend
to move out at the end of the fixed term, you need to give 28 days notice
in writing. (If the date that you give as the date you are moving out is
before the last day of the fixed term, you could be considered to be
‘breaking the lease’.)
You also need to give 28 days written notice if you receive a 90-day Notice
to Vacate that requires you to move out at the end of your fixed term.
If you don’t have a fixed-term tenancy agreement, or you had a fixed-term
lease but the fixed term has expired, you need to give 28 days notice of
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your intention to vacate in writing. In some circumstances, you only
have to give 14 days written notice that you intend to leave so you
may like to check with the Tenants Union.

1 breaking a lease (2884)

Whichever of the above situation applies to you, make sure you
keep a copy of your written notice and allow an extra two days for
postal delivery.

3 ending a tenancy (1646)

For more information see our fact sheets When you want to leave
and Breaking a lease.
The above information is of a general nature only. For specific advice
about your tenancy problem please phone the Tenants Union Advice
Line on ☎ 9416 2577 or email your question to advice@tuv.org.au
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top 5 tips for going to the Tribunal
1 It may sound obvious, but it’s vital that you go to the hearing. If you applied for the hearing and you don’t show up, the case will be dismissed.
If the landlord applied, the hearing will go ahead without you and you won’t be there to defend yourself.
2 If receive a Notice of Hearing and you think you may need representation at the Tribunal from the Tenants Union or you just want to get some advice, contact us immediately.
3 Be well prepared. Write a brief outline of what happened and when. Collect all the relevant documents and organise them in a folder.
(See the Tribunal Hearing Checklist for a list of what you should bring.)
4 Arrive 15 minutes early. If you are late the hearing may be dismissed or go ahead without you.
5 If you can’t make it to the hearing, you can apply for another hearing—as long as you have a good reason and you can back it up with documentation such as a medical certificate.
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